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Why do I always start my articles 
with, “As I write this article”? I took 
my walk tonight and watched the 
sun setting at 9:05 pm. I chuckled 
to myself thinking, “I have to go 
home and write an article for the 
‘Fall Newsletter’ when it’ll be getting 
dark at 5:00 pm and I’ll have to put 
on layers for my evening walk. The 
sun is shimmering off the buildings, 
peeking down streets as it lowers 
itself in the evening sky. The air 
hovers in warmth as the waters flow 
through the fountains and stream 
at Peavey Plaza. It is a calm night as 
people linger, chat and stroll through 
the shallow pool. Oh, to appreciate 
what we have in the moment, when 
in a few weeks it will appear different 
as night draws near.

The calm of downtown has 
reappeared. The people are returning 
to work on-site. Weekends bring in 
jolly groups and the peddle-pubs 
roam with laughter. Soon we will 
change from Twins fans to Vikings 
fans and many venues will be in full 
bloom. Oh, the days of old will not 
return but a new day has dawned as 
we await what is yet to come.  

Variants, the flu, common colds and 
the like can bring us down but the 
colors of autumn still lift us up. Will 

we mask again and still wash our 
hands, embrace from a distance 
or shake a hand? Only time will tell 
but we know for sure, we appreciate 
each day as we praise the One who 
gifts us in many ways.

Autumn will bring us to worship 
together as we sing, and we pray, 
and we embrace each other. We 
hope to have choirs, cookies, coffee, 
and donuts. In-person meetings will 
replace those of Zoom. It will be fun 
to gather to be with each other as 
the chairs are dusted and the tables 
are cleaned. Small groups or large 
groups will gather again but all will 
be focused on the Synod’s new plan.

Small groups will be formed for six 
weeks to discuss the material we 
receive from Archbishop Hebda. 
Three points have been allotted 
and our feedback is needed from 
local parishes, then deaneries, and 
then the general assembly. No Adult 
Formation, except RCIA, can replace 
what has been asked for each parish 
to partake. More information will 
be coming, so listen for the invite; it 
might be the springboard to set us 
upright.

Of Ministry and Music is coming our 
way, September 30th is the date, 
which I hope you have saved. We will 

gather to enjoy each other’s company 
with entertainment and food. The 
Reserve Fund needs growth for 
the aging boiler. Your generosity 
will assure us the heat will stay on. 
Please plan to attend and enjoy the 
show, it promises to be fun with a 
surprise or two.

Fall weddings are back and I assume 
engagements too. We look forward 
to the journey as you plan your happy 
days. The Church is open as venues 
are too. We can help prepare you and 
serve you as you plan for your day. 
God’s waiting to bless you all the 
days of your lives, joined in love and 
grace as husband and wife.

Our children and youth are of 
foremost importance. It is our 
obligation to help you the parents 
and guardians to raise your children 
in the faith. For this reason, it is our 
plan is to prepare a program for 
First Communion/Confession and 
Confirmation. Please let us know if 
there is some interest, we will design 
a program that fits our needs.

Now that we are eighty you’d think 
we’d slow down a bit but following 
the example of so many of our 
parishioners we’ll need to pick up the 
pace. Welcome back!

by Fr. Kevin Kenney, Pastor
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BECOME A HOSPITALITY 
MEMBER TODAY

by Amber Guthmiller, Hospitality Coordinator
Do you or someone you know want to become more involved around 
Saint Olaf? Maybe you want to get to know other members and give back 
through giving of your time. Join one of our Hospitality groups. We serve 
cookies and doughnuts after the weekend Masses. Help bring comfort 
to a family after a funeral service through food and shared stories. Share 
the joys of big parish events and small intimate family events. Become a 
Hospitality member today and make lasting friends and memories. 

Contact Amber Guthmiller to learn more and sign up,
aguthmiller@saintolaf.org or 612-767-7627.

WELCOME BACK TO
CHOIRS AND ENSEMBLES

The communion station shields 
went away. Masks became optional. 
Then the dispensation from Sunday 
obligation was lifted. Downtown 
itself has gradually begun waking 
up from what felt like a hibernation. 
Bit by bit, life has been returning 
to a form of normal. However, I 
cannot count the number of times 
I have been asked, “When will the 
choirs return?” It is a testament 
to how important choir ministry 
is for so many people. Even from 
the beginning of the pandemic, we 
knew that choirs would very likely 
be one of the last things to return, 
because of the inherent risks 
involved: a large group of people 
standing close together, exhaling 
large amounts of air. While the 
caution has, of course, been due to 
those aspects, choirs are actually 
very health-beneficial, outside of 
a pandemic. Various studies have 

shown the benefits to physical and 
mental health of making music in 
a group together, and the social 
aspects and camaraderie of choral 
singing are unquantifiable. The 
choir communities at Saint Olaf 
have stayed in touch during the 
pandemic, but virtual meetings are 
never quite the same as sharing 
that in-person.
Throughout the pandemic, the choirs 
have been represented in various 
fashions with reduced capacity: 
quartets on Sunday mornings 
at 10:00am; a few cantors and 
percussionists at the African Mass; 
and cantor duos, trios, and a single 
instrumentalist at the Sunday 4pm 
Mass. We have also been fortunate 
to have wider participation via four 
well-received virtual choir projects. 
As of the writing of this article, we 
are cautiously optimistic that our 
choirs and ensembles can return to 

regular schedules and participation 
levels after Labor Day. I am sure 
there are mixed emotions about 
returning to full(er) choirs. There 
will be eagerness and anticipation; 
and also anxiety. It may feel both 
wonderful and strange at the same 
time. In any case, we will be breaking 
new ground after being apart for a 
year and a half. In some ways, we 
will be continuing longstanding 
traditions, and in other ways, it will 
be like starting from scratch.
If you’re new to Saint Olaf, or if 
you’ve thought about joining a 
choir before the pandemic but 
never did, now is a great time to 
dip your toes into it. Joining a choir 
is a great way to serve your parish, 
meet new people and make lifelong 
friendships, broaden musical ability 
and insights, and render glory and 
praise to God in the sacred liturgy.

by Joel Anderson 
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WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE:
PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2022

November in Minnesota can quickly 
move us through the paces with crisp 
autumn leaves one day and the first 
taste of snow and ice (or more) the 
next. The holidays of Thanksgiving 
and Christmas are just around the 
corner and after last year’s debacle, 
we won’t want to miss a moment of 
festivities with family and friends. On 
top of all this, Saint Olaf adds another 
“must do,” our Annual Stewardship 
Renewal. 

Our theme this year is We are 
Called to Serve. This comes from 
the prophet Micah, who answered 
a contemporary’s question:  what 
the LORD requires of you: Only to do 
justice and to love goodness, and to 
walk humbly with your God.  (Micah 
6:8). 

The Annual Stewardship Renewal 
offers a myriad of ways for each 
member to use in personalizing the 
call to serve and it all comes down 
to three words:  review, renew, and 
respond. 

Review your gifts that you shared 
previously. Is there a NEW way that 
you are being called to serve others 
this year? Or are you still looking for 
a way to step back into ministry? 
We have made changes in existing 
programs and may have something 
new that is a great fit for your gifts. 
A frank and honest review of where 
you stand each year is helpful to 
keeping your feet on solid ground.  

Renew your gifts annually. Take 
the time to consider where and 
how you will financially serve this 
community in the upcoming year. 
Rather than returning your intention 
card once and “letting it roll,” take 
time to contemplate where you put 
your financial resources and where 
you spend your time – is it with the 
organizations that are aligned with 
your values? If not, make the change. 
Also consider if you have the ability to 
give your giving a raise and increase 
the amount of time and/or resources 
shared. Sharing an additional hour 
per month of your time or choosing 
to increase your giving by 1% or 2% 

can help this community be prepared 
to serve the needs we see. Most 
importantly, every gift makes a 
difference, there is no such thing as 
a gift too small or time too limited to 
share.  

Respond promptly. We rely on 
the commitments shared to help 
us budget appropriately for the 
upcoming year. Our community is no 
different than each of our member’s 
households. We have heating bills, 
snow removal, lights, water, regular 
maintenance needs, and operating 
costs seem to go up, rarely down. We 
have ministries to sustain, programs 
to support, and salaries to pay. Our 
goal is to receive intention cards 
from each household. To be good 
stewards of the gifts we receive, we 
want to hear from everyone, even 
if you cannot commit to a specific 
monetary amount or to an individual 
ministry. Your response is what helps 
Saint Olaf answer the call to serve as 
a living sign of Jesus Christ’s saving 
presence in the heart of the city. 

by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator
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Align Mpls with a mission of “Engaging our congregations and 
communities working together to address homelessness” is a 
collaboration of 18 Minneapolis faith communities. Saint Olaf is 
a founding member and strong supporter of this effort through 
direct service, education and advocacy. There are many avenues for 
involvement and participation. Learn more at www.alignmpls.org or 
contact the parish office at 612-332-7471.

Saint Olaf will once again partner with Habitat for Humanity on a Brush with Kindness Project in south Minneapolis 
on September 2, 3, and 8. No construction experience is needed as this project is focused on scraping, painting, and 
minor repairs!

8-10 volunteers are needed each day from 8:30AM-4:00PM and you are welcome to volunteer for one or more 
days. More information and the volunteer sign up can be found on the Saint Olaf landing page at https://tchabitat.
volunteerhub.com/lp/stolafcatholicchurch/ - all volunteers must be signed up in advance to be admitted to the site

If you are unable to volunteer but would like to support the Saint Olaf team on this project, consider making a cash 
donation to Humanity, or check by writing Habitat for Humanity in the memo line.

We look forward to working with you on this project as we continue to serve as a living sign of Christ’s saving 
presence just south of the heart of the city!

by Mike Burkowski

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
A BRUSH WITH KINDNESS
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PASTORAL CARE TO THE HOMEBOUND

About Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care brings Church to people. 
It brings a sense of connection and 
belonging to the elderly, sick and 
to all homebound members of our 
community, allowing them to make 
a meaningful contribution to society. 
We do this ministry by listening with 
compassion, encouraging a sense 
of belonging (bring the Saint Olaf 
bulletin and other parish news), but 
especially connection to the Body of 
Christ through the Eucharist. Senior 
citizens desire and cherish trusted 
companions who consistently 
visit and care about them. In many 
cases, strong personal ties develop 
between the volunteer and the 
homebound parishioner.

Homebound
We at Saint Olaf have had a long 
and rich history of reaching out to 
those in need of Christ’s compassion 
– emotionally, mentally, physically, 
and spiritually. Our goal is to minister 
to your needs to restore hope, faith 
and love. If you are homebound 
for either short term or long term, 
please contact Fr. Wehmann to get 
a visit set up, 612-332-6203 or 
frwehmann@saintolaf.org.

Volunteers
This ministry is most effective 
by reading the daily readings and 
bringing Holy Communion to the 
homebound weekly or bi-weekly. 
The goal of this ministry is to reach 
out to those who cannot join us for 
Mass and help them feel connected 
in some way to our parish family. The 
time is set between the volunteer 
and the homebound parishioner 
that works best for their schedules. 
Please contact Fr. Wehmann if God is 
calling you to this important ministry, 
612-332-6203 or frwehmann@
saintolaf.org.

by Fr. Wehmann

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and God of all encouragement, who 
encourages us in our every affliction, so that we may be able to encourage those who are in any affliction with the 
encouragement with which we ourselves are encouraged by God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)
Saint Olaf’s pastoral care ministers to the members of the community with dignity and respect, offering compassionate 
care and encouraging a sense of belonging and connection to the Body of Christ through Eucharist and the people 
of God.
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SYNOD 2022
By Fr. Kevin Kenney 

Archbishop Hebda issued this Synod Convocation Decree 
at the Pentecost Vigil Mass May 22, 2021. “On Pentecost 
2019, the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, 
following the call of Pope Francis to be a “listening 
Church,” began a yearlong process of prayer, listening, and 
discernment in preparation for an Archdiocesan Synod, 
the first this local Church has convened in more than 
eighty years. More than 8,000 members of the Christian 
faithful participated in 30 Prayer and Listening Events in 
which they prayed together and listened to one another 
and to the Holy Spirit, the “spirit of Truth” (John l4:17). 
Participants provided over 35,000 comments identifying 
many indicators of vibrancy in our Archdiocese, as well 
as areas that could be strengthened and enriched by a 
Synod process. A team of lay, religious, and ordained 
leaders organized the feedback and presented to me a 
compendium of the responses and summaries of the 
categories.
Three broad themes emerged as priorities, indicating the 
Holy Spirit is leading us to address these topics. Based 
on that, I have identified the following three focus areas 
to guide our consultations in the upcoming year:

l) Forming parishes in the service of evangelization; 
2) Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’s love 
and respond to his call; and 
3) Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church 
that is always young.

Having listened to the Holy Spirit speaking through the 
faithful, discerned these primary areas of importance, 
and consulted the Presbyteral Council, which affirmed 
this Synod process, I hereby, CONVOKE THE SECOND 
SYNOD OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND 
MINNEAPOLIS commencing on the Vigil of the Solemnity 
of Pentecost, May 22, 2021, and culminating in the 
Archdiocesan Synod Assembly that will occur Pentecost 
weekend, June 3 - 5, 2022. Throughout this next 

year, every parish and deanery is to participate in the 
consultation process, discerning together how we can 
grow in unity and more vigorously proclaim the Gospel, 
guided by these focus areas.”
How might you participate in the Synod Process? In the 
fall of 2021: Parish Consultation Process with Small 
Groups begins. Small groups meet in every parish to 
learn, pray, and discuss the focus areas. Parish feedback 
on priorities within each focus area will help inform the 
Deanery consultation. This process will take place for 
six weeks and small group leaders will direct the groups 
according to guidelines set up by the Archdiocese. All 
parishioners are invited to join a small group.
To make sure all Catholics have an opportunity to 
participate, every pastor in the archdiocese has been 
asked to host Synod Small Groups this fall. Imagine the 
impact of 186 parishes across the Archdiocese journeying 
together! Be part of this historic moment now, and the 
future of our local Church.  Therefore, we invite you to join 
a small group, but you might ask, “How will small groups 
work?” Small groups will consist of approximately eight 
people who will gather to pray for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. Experience the compelling truth of the Catholic 
faith in today’s cultural context. Examine questions under 
each focus area, sharing perspectives among a small 
group of sisters and brothers in Christ.  Weigh in on how 
we as a Church might respond to these questions to help 
the Archbishop determine priorities.  A trained facilitator 
will promote a meaningful and charitable dialogue 
between group members. Participants will complete an 
Individual Feedback Form. A trained scribe will submit 
the information, which will then be provided to your 
parish and Archbishop Hebda. Please consider joining 
the small group discussion process here at Saint Olaf to 
meet, discuss, and give feedback to the Archbishop on 
the Synod Questions. 
Saint Olaf will offer three options for Saint Olaf Parish 
Open Invite Synod Groups.
(Note: Your individual ministries may also offer their 
own Synod gatherings - check with your ministry lead 
contact).
More information, including sign up forms are coming 
soon!
• Sunday morning in Fleming Hall from 9:30am - 

11:30am, September 19 - October 24
• Monday afternoon in Fleming Hall from 12:30pm - 

2:30pm, September 20 - October 25
• Thursday evening  (ZOOM) ONLINE option from 

6:30pm - 8:30pm, September 23 - October 28
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THE RETURN OF
THE HYMNALS
We eagerly look forward to 
the return of our choirs and 
ensembles. Another thing 
that has returned that might 
be less noticeable are the 
hymnals! In early July, we 
placed the hymnals back 
into the pews. While the 
projection of music and texts 
onto the walls is wonderful, 
the hymnals can be a great 
supplementary resource. The 
slides only sometimes have 
musical notation. Often if we 
think that the hymn melody 
is familiar enough, we don’t 
put the musical notation 
on the slides, just the text. 
If you see a hymn number 
in the bottom right corner 
of the slide that indicates 
that it may be found in the 
hymnal in the pew. So if you 
don’t recognize the melody, 
I encourage you to pick up 
a hymnal and follow along. 
Just be aware that we don’t 
always sing all of the verses! 
Sometimes the hymnal also 
contains the text to verses 
sung by the cantor alone.

Since the hymnals in our 
pews were published in 
1994, they don’t have the 
latest translation for many 
of the liturgical texts, so that 
is why we always have the 
music on the slides for the 

Mass parts like the Gloria 
and the Holy, Holy, Holy.

The use of the projection 
system offers great flexibility 
for music ministry, but it isn’t 
always flawless. Human 
error and technical problems 
can occur from time to time. 
The cantor is usually the one 
operating the slides; all of our 
cantors have stories about 
slide mishaps! However, the 
slides make participation 
easy for everyone else, 
without having to flip 
through a worship aid or 
missalette. Instead of gazing 
down into a booklet, one can 
look up tall and sing - advice 
that choir members have 
heard many times! 

Many parishes are 
constrained by the option of 
selecting music out of only 
one hymnal, or are tied to a 
missalette subscription. At 
Saint Olaf, we can pull music 
from a myriad of resources, 
as long as we have copyright 
permission to “reprint” the 
text and/or music onto the 
wall, all without printing 
worship aids. At Saint Olaf, 
the use of projected music 
and text helps to foster 
active participation in an 
environmentally-conscious 
manner.

by Joel Anderson

The Saint Olaf Contemporary Ensemble boasts 
a long history of providing music for the Sunday 
4pm afternoon Mass. Our ensemble is comprised 
of a group of singers representing men’s and 
women’s voices in four-part harmony along with 
two cantors to lead the singing. The rich talent 
present in the Minneapolis area provides various 
instrumentalists such as flute, saxophone, 
violin, cello, or trumpet on a regular basis and 
also for special occasions. The full ensemble is 
accompanied by piano, guitar, and string bass.  

The Saint Olaf Contemporary Ensemble members 
have the option to join in singing in an even larger 
group for occasions during the Christmas, Holy 
Week, and Easter seasons. Separate rehearsals 
and time commitments are announced. This 
allows the ensemble members the opportunity to 
sing with a larger ensemble for special occasions.

As of the time this article is written, we are 
planning on resuming regular rehearsals and 
singing for 4pm Sunday afternoon masses in 
September. The COVID-19 pandemic has halted 
all large group singing at Saint Olaf for the present 
time, but we plan to resume normal operations in 
September.

We are usually looking for more singers. If you 
have previous experience singing in a group, we 
would like to request your talent. This ensemble 
has an extremely small time commitment on 
a weekly basis. Rehearsals are held on Sunday 
afternoons at 2:20pm in the rehearsal room. 
With Mass beginning at 4:00pm, this ensemble 
will only require a time commitment of about 3 
hours on a Sunday afternoon.  

If you have any interest in joining this ensemble, 
please contact myself, Matt Hinds, at mhinds@
saintolaf.org or call 612-332-7471 and leave 
me a message. I will follow up with further 
information.

CONTEMPORARY 
CHOIR

by Matt Hinds
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SYNOD 2022
By Fr. Kevin Kenney 
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work?” Small groups will consist of approximately eight 
people who will gather to pray for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. Experience the compelling truth of the Catholic 
faith in today’s cultural context. Examine questions under 
each focus area, sharing perspectives among a small 
group of sisters and brothers in Christ.  Weigh in on how 
we as a Church might respond to these questions to help 
the Archbishop determine priorities.  A trained facilitator 
will promote a meaningful and charitable dialogue 
between group members. Participants will complete an 
Individual Feedback Form. A trained scribe will submit 
the information, which will then be provided to your 
parish and Archbishop Hebda. Please consider joining 
the small group discussion process here at Saint Olaf to 
meet, discuss, and give feedback to the Archbishop on 
the Synod Questions. 
Saint Olaf will offer three options for Saint Olaf Parish 
Open Invite Synod Groups.
(Note: Your individual ministries may also offer their 
own Synod gatherings - check with your ministry lead 
contact).
More information, including sign up forms are coming 
soon!
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AEON-SAINT OLAF AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING PROJECT: GROWING 
BEFORE OUR VERY EYES

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

Some time ago, as many readers 
of this newsletter know, Saint 
Olaf leadership affirmed a plan to 
build affordable housing on the 
parish campus here in downtown 
Minneapolis. After a review of 
proposals, Aeon (www.Aeon.org) 
was selected to be the partner in 
this exciting effort here in the heart 
of the city. A project like this certainly 
evolves with changes over time, and 
the parish is committed to keeping 
folks informed about the latest 
information. Here are some of the 
most recent highlights as this fall 
edition of the newsletter goes to 
press. 

Saint Olaf extended the current lease 
with Catholic Charities to June 30, 
2022 in order to accommodate their 
plans to renovate a new program 
location near Elliot Park. We did not 
want any residents displaced by 
construction delays. Rehabbing the 
Exodus and new building for our 
project will not begin until residents 
are moved to the new location.
The current Aeon plan for affordable 

housing includes 66 units in a 
fully renovated Exodus building. 
Considerable space will also be 
developed for a variety of support 
services for residents. 
The total number of affordable units 
to be developed is now moving closer 
to 500. This will be accomplished by 
building two 20-25 story towers, 
one above the parish parking lot, 
and the other next to the current 
Exodus building. As planned right 
now, the parking lot tower would be 
constructed at the same time as the 
Exodus renovation. The other tower 
would be in the next phase. The main 
driver of these decisions is funding/
financing and the timing of support 
along the way.
Saint Olaf retains ownership of the 
property while Aeon will own and 
operate the housing. The specifics of 
this arrangement are spelled out in 
a negotiated 99-year ground lease. 
The benefits for Aeon include being 
able to apply capital to construction 
and operations for keeping the 
housing affordable vs. buying 
the land upfront, and Saint Olaf 

retains a relationship to ensure the 
project is consistent with our parish 
mission. The parish will also receive 
lease payments to support parish 
ministries once occupancy begins, 
with scheduled increases for the life 
of the lease.
As we go to press, a market valuation 
is underway to determine the value 
of Saint Olaf’s contribution to the 
project. The final report is not yet 
available, but suffice to say it is 
millions of dollars. This incredible 
parish support for affordable housing 
builds on the vision of support of 
those who saw an opportunity to 
acquire the Exodus building in the 
first place more than 25 years ago. 
Because members and visitors 
support Saint Olaf week in and week 
out, we can apply this asset to our 
mission of caring for people in need 
instead of, for example, selling off an 
asset to pay the heat bill! Keeping the 
lease payments we receive modest, 
with modest increases along the 
way, also provides an ongoing 
contribution to our new neighbors in 
the affordable housing.  
Parking: Per the agreement, Aeon 
must make arrangements for 
parking for Saint Olaf while the 
building is constructed above our 
current parking lot. And remember, 
the parking lot will be returned for 
the parish when the building above it 
is complete. 
Hopefully, a year from now financing 
will be in place, construction will be 
underway and affordable housing 
will move from a vision to a reality 
right before our eyes. A specific 
construction timeline will be 
determined and shared once the 
project is finalized. 
Stay tuned for developments and 
updates in the weekly bulletin and on 
the parish website, or call the parish 
office with questions of concerns.
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GRATEFULLY YOURS

As a young girl I attended the 
Catholic school that was one block 
from our home. That meant that I 
was a “walker” and needed to go 
home every day for lunch. One day 
on the way home, my brothers and 
I were joined by several brothers 
from another family. The oldest told 
us that the principal said they were 
supposed to come to our house for 
lunch that day. This was odd, but 
who were we to argue with our 
principal, Sr. Mary Henry? When we 
got home, my mother told us all to 
wash our hands and then as we 
gathered around the table she told 
the guests that we had homemade 
soup or a PB&J sandwich for lunch 
that day. The oldest boy said that 
soup and sandwich sure sounded 
good and his brothers echoed his 
response. Even though I was young, 
I knew it was supposed to be one or 
the other choice, but my mother said 
fine and proceeded to provide soup 
and sandwiches for the brothers 
who devoured them and quickly, but 
politely, asked for more. I think my 
mother went through two full loaves 
of homemade bread that lunchtime 
and a pot of soup. In a blink of an 
eye, those famished brothers made 
quick work of the food on the table. I 
worried that we would run out of food 
before the brothers had eaten their 

fill, but my mother was not worried 
one bit. Sharing a lunch with those 
hungry brothers that day was one of 
the times my mother’s larder was put 
to the test, and her resourcefulness 
passed passed with flying colors. 
What I did not know until years later, 
was that those brothers would make 
the walk home for lunch to find their 
cupboard was bare. They would wait 
a spell and then walk back to school 
and no one was the wiser, except 
when Sr. Mary Henry would hear the 
grumbling stomachs protesting a bit 
too much. She engaged my mother 
and voila, lunch was served! 

In the school of life, we learned a 
lesson that day: whether you take 
something for granted or with 
gratitude? We were a middle-class 
family and there were not a lot of 
extras, but when I was told that 
because I lived a block from school 
that I would need to walk home for 
lunch, I took it for granted that lunch 
would be there on the table. To me, 
that was a given. That was not the 
case for others in my very same 
school, who from the outside looked 
no different from my own brothers. 
What I took for granted, they took 
with deep gratitude. 

My mother always believed the 
concept that there was room enough 

for one more. She operated on the 
guiding principle that we would 
always have just enough. Sure, there 
were times that the pie or cake slices 
got woefully thin, but everyone got 
to enjoy a slice. My mother served up 
Stewardship as a Way of Life without 
even thinking about it. Her gifts of 
baking, cooking, and making the 
dollars stretch kept our bellies full 
and happy, along with many others 
along the way. Mom knew that her 
cooking was a gift and she found 
ways to share it without any apron 
strings attached.

Each of us has had times where we 
took things for granted, especially in 
the last year. Giving a hug, shaking a 
hand, receiving a smile – all of these 
simple gestures were gone for 16 
months. How grateful we are now to 
receive that hug, that handshake, to 
see the mask-free face lit up with a 
smile! 

Each of us has been abundantly 
blessed with unique God-given gifts. 
What you have I do not have, and 
the reverse is also true. The gifts 
you have should not be taken for 
granted. They are yours to share 
gratefully with those you encounter 
every day.  What gifts can you share 
to make a difference in someone’s 
world today?

by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

“When it comes to life the critical thing is whether you take things for granted or take them with gratitude.” GK Chesterton
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by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

“When it comes to life the critical thing is whether you take things for granted or take them with gratitude.” GK Chesterton
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When I stop on occasion to pray at Saint Olaf, I do 
cherish the wonderful memories I have reaching back 
now over a half century. I remember those Sundays 
as a kid, when there was standing room only. On 
those occasions, Msgr. Fleming would take the stairs 
(behind the wall) to preach from the old elevated pulpit. 
Those souls who squeezed in both up and downstairs,   
welcomed the Word together, no matter our walk of 
life. But it is beautiful to remember those early days . . .  
receiving communion with my Mom and Dad, lighting a 
vigil candle following confession . . .  and of course I still 
remember the wonder I felt at that First Mass, carrying 
the Body of Christ from the altar to those waiting to 
receive Jesus with such love.

Who would have guessed that a graduate from Saint 
Olaf College would be ordained to have his First Mass 
at Saint Olaf! When invited to write an Icon of Saint Olaf 
for Saint Paul Seminary, I was pleased to include the 
logo of Saint Olaf Church within the gold background. 
Again, this project brought to mind so many graces 
God has given to me through Saint Olaf and will give 
to those men who are presently in the Saint Paul 
Seminary and preparing to joyfully serve the many of 
our Archdiocese. While the original icon is at Saint Paul 
Seminary, I was happy to share the reproductions with 
Saint Olaf College and also Saint Olaf Church, where I 
am so grateful to God, I was able to celebrate my First 
Mass. Happy 80th Anniversary!

With gratitude and blessings on Saint Olaf’s 80th 
Anniversary!

Fr. Jim Perkl
Currently pastor at Mary, Mother of the Church, Burnsville

Saint Olaf Icon written by Fr. Jim Perkl Pentecost Icon written by Fr. Jim Perkl 
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80 years of Saint Olaf, Wow! Saint Olaf will always have a special 
place in my heart. After graduating from high school, I stopped 
going to Church. Ten years later, I came to my senses. I looked 
for a church to go to, and found Saint Olaf. I felt at home and 
my faith started to make sense. I found I wanted to do more 
for my spiritual home, so I signed up to be an extraordinary 
minister of the Eucharist. Later I volunteered to be a lector. 
Then, I got a call to be a money counter. Then, I was asked to be 
an usher/security person. Many memories of ushering, some 
funny, some sad. My faith continued to grow until I felt I was 
being called to be a priest. I was not sure. I picked Father Kevin 
Kenney’s brain on what it takes: education, cost, etc. Father 
Kevin was parochial vicar at that time. It seemed that there 
were many obstacles to overcome. Finally, I took a leap of 
faith, and the rest is history - thanks to my experience at Saint 
Olaf. At my Mass of Thanksgiving, of course, many a thank you 
was given. But the last thank you I gave was to the ushers. The 
ushers never got thanked. As I pointed to the presider chair, I 
said, “Thank you for helping me find my seat.”

Fr. Terry Beeson
Currently pastor at Saint Pius V, Cannon Falls and Saint Joseph, Miesville

Saint Olaf enjoyed a Trifecta on the weekend 
of May 28-29, 2005 with three parishioners 
celebrating ordination on May 28 followed 
by their Mass of Thanksgiving on May 29 
at Saint Olaf.  Fr. James Liekhus pictured 
above, celebrated the 9:30am Mass, Fr. Terry 
Beeson celebrated the 4:00pm Mass and Fr. 
Chris Shofner celebrated the 5:15pm Mass.  
In Fr. Jim’s photo note parishioners Mary + 
and Bill Martin who served as sacristans for 
the Mass.  Fr. Terry is pastor at Saint Pius V, 
Cannon Falls and Saint Joseph, Miesville. Fr. 
Chris is pastor at Saint Anne’s, Le Sueur.  Fr. 
Jim is pastor at Saint Richard, Assumption, 
and Saint Peter in Richfield.

I remember when I was about 11-years-
old, I was listening to Fr. Mike Byron preach. 
I don’t remember what it was that he said, 
but I remember that it planted the seed in 
my head: maybe God is calling me to be a 
priest. My initial reaction was, “No thanks!” 
As you can see, He didn’t accept that as my 
final answer. 

I believe the excellent priests we had at St. 
Olaf’s during my formative years played a 
big role in my discernment to the priesthood: 
Monsignor Francis Fleming, Fr. Peter 
Christensen, Fr. Paul Sirba, Fr. John Forliti, Fr. 
Mike Byron, Fr. Ralph Goman, and Fr. Kevin 
Kenney all stand out in particular.  Please 
continue to pray for your priests, that we 
will give an example that encourages young 
men to say “yes” to their vocation to the 
priesthood!

Fr. James Liekhus 
Currently pastor at Saint Richard, Assumption, and 
Saint Peter in Richfield.

Thanksgiving Mass of Fr. James Liekhus

Thanksgiving Mass of Fr. Terry Beeson 
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with the Basilica, Central Lutheran, 
Westminster Presbyterian, and Saint 
Mark’s and Gethsemane Episcopal 
Church choirs. Lynn led choir tours 
to Italy, Germany and Austria, the 
Holy Land, and New York City. I sang 
with the choir on the New York trip 
in 2006, where we performed a 
setting of “Te Deum” at Carnegie Hall 
and Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. We 
joined with an African choir from the 
U of M, and with From Age to Age, 
the choir in residence for concerts 
at Saint Olaf, as part of the Music 
and Ministry series. We began the 
tradition of singing the national 
anthem at a Twins baseball game.

When Lynn left to serve at a church 
out East near D.C., Kathy Borgen was 
our director and organist for two 
years. I enjoyed her leadership very 
much. She taught us the solvege 
method of sight-reading. Tucker 
Moore followed Kathy. When Tucker 
was a boy, he told his mother he 
wanted to be “a Fritz” when he grew 
up. He realized his dream at Saint 
Olaf. Joel Anderson became our full 
time organist and accompanist with 
Tucker. After a year, Anna Mooy 

succeeded Tucker. Anna once sang 
with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 
Joel finished off that year after Anna 
left, and became both organist and 
director, as he is today.

Singing in the choir has led to many 
lasting friendships. I met my husband 
singing in the choir. The choir sang 
at our wedding. We have sung for 
member’s funerals, our son Fr. Jim 
Liekhus’ first Mass, farewell Masses 
for four pastors and Msgr. Fleming’s 
funeral. But first and foremost and 
always – we sang at the Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Mass, and at the Easter 
Vigil with the other Saint Olaf choirs, 
the highlight of the Church year.  We 
come back in July to sing at Mass for 
the Feast of Saint Olaf. With the help 
of our professional section leaders 
and cantors, amateur singers like 
me can prepare music from the 
vast treasury of sacred music, from 
Gregorian chant to Mozart, and 
Brahms, as well as traditional and 
modern compositions. We lead the 
congregation in singing the proper 
parts of the Mass and hymns. We 
provide meditations on the Gospel 
of the day and the liturgical season 

of the year. For me, this sung prayer 
is an integral part of worship with 
my community of Saint Olaf. It is the 
highlight of my week.

Because of the pandemic, the choir 
didn’t get to sing at Easter in 2020 
or yet in 2021. Joel brought us 
together virtually four times; we 
sang by ourselves and then sent him 
our recordings, which he masterfully 
combined into a choir, which was 
posted on the website, and even 
broadcasted on the screen twice 
at Mass. But it’s not the same. We 
met over Zoom for music theory and 
socializing, but again, not the same.

But whether singing along with the 
TV Mass, or singing in the pew behind 
my facemask, how can I keep from 
singing? It’s how I pray best. I hope we 
will have our choir back soon for my 
50th season singing in the Saint Olaf 
choir. We welcome new members! 
I’ll ask you for your birthday, so we 
can sing to you following our closing 
prayer at rehearsal. I hope I’m still 
singing for the 100th Anniversary of 
our wonderful parish.

PAGE 13  • SAINTOLAF.ORG

REFLECTIONS ON SINGING WITH THE 
SAINT OLAF MORNING CHOIR

by Mary Beth Liekhus

The first time I sang in a choir at Saint 
Olaf was in 1968, when I was a senior 
in high school. Our Saint Margaret’s 
Academy choir was invited to sing at 
a Mass. This was at the beginning of 
the liturgical changes that followed 
the Second Vatican Council. The 
choir stalls at Saint Olaf were behind 
the altar at that time. Prior to the 
changes, only men could sing on the 
altar, so our all-female choir was 
quite a departure. Msgr. Fleming was 
embracing the changes of Vatican II.

I began attending Saint Olaf because 
I worked downtown at Northwestern 
Bell. It was only natural that I would 
join the choir after graduating from 
college in 1972, since I had sung in 

choirs since the fourth grade. I joined 
the parish when I joined the choir. The 
director at the time was Paul Beck, 
who had succeeded Bruce Larson, 
the first choir director. An interim 
director, Barb Fromml, followed 
Paul and then by Fritz Griswold, who 
remained director for 23 years. 

Fritz brought orchestras to play with 
us to enhance feast days and paid 
section leaders and cantors, who 
contributed much to the quality of 
our singing. Betty Indihar was our 
organist and accompanist. I’ll never 
forget her “Theme and Variations” on 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame,” played 
after Mass when the Twins were in 
the World Series. We sang the Faure 

Requiem with other choirs and the 
Minnesota Orchestra at Sommerfest 
one summer. We sang on the choir 
float in the Holidazzle Parade several 
winters. Fritz wrote pieces for us to 
sing at Mass; King of the Friday was 
one of our favorites.  

After Fritz, Dr. Lynn Trapp was our 
director and organist for 19 years. 
Lynn brought in “artists in residence” 
to work with us and compose for 
us. Lynn taught us how to sing 
Gregorian chant notation. We also 
sang many of Lynn’s compositions, 
some of which we recorded on two 
CD’s, one for Christmas and one for 
Easter. We participated in seven 
downtown festival choirs, singing 
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and spirit of the mission of Saint Olaf 
in the heart of the city. We bring and 
strive to deepen the presence of 
Christ, especially at times it seems 
nearly impossible to push through 
the things that divide us these days. 
But push through we must. 

For 80 years the Saint Olaf parish 
community has celebrated the 
promise and justice proclaimed in 
God’s Word, and shared the grace 
of God’s healing and forgiveness 

through a vibrant sacramental life. 
Members and visitors alike have 
shared their God-given gifts in order 
to carry out the mission of the gospel 
and the parish, and to recognize the 
sacred dignity in ALL of God’s people.

To be followers of Jesus Christ is to 
embrace and be embraced by God’s 
constant presence of love in our lives 
as we are called to share this love 
with others. It is the only way love 
grows.  

Why wait until a new year to make a 
resolution? Respond to the invitation 
to celebrate your gifts and commit to 
sharing them in faith “to serve as a 
living sign of Christ’s saving presence 
in the heart of the city”. There are 
many ways to be part of the promise 
and/or helping in the midst of 
despair. Together we share our gifts 
and encounter with Christ to build up 
His Body in the heart of the city.

The “Heart of the City Committee” will soon resume work 
on the Parish Mission Initiative that kicked off in the fall of 
2019 with an address by our pastor, Fr. Kevin Kenney. This 
was followed by a presentation by Fr. Michael Joncas, “A 
Place at the Table”. Our spring 2020 event featuring Alan 
Arthur, CEO of Aeon, an affordable housing developer and 
our partner in the parish housing project, was cancelled 
due to COVID-19. As we monitor conditions for resuming 
in-person activities, stay tuned for a new slate of offerings. 
In the meantime, share your God-given gifts in support of 
our parish mission in the heart of the city.
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FROM DESPAIR TO PROMISE:
HELP COVER THE SPECTRUM

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
To be in the heart of downtown 
Minneapolis is to recognize and 
appreciate the incredible amount of 
building that has gone on all around 
us here at Saint Olaf. From the 
massive US Bank Stadium project 
and the 35W/94 interchange, to the 
close at hand affordable housing 
project planned for right outside 
our doors, plus the many surface 
lots giving way to become condos, 
hotels or office space, building has 
transformed the skyline and other 
aspects of life for those who visit, 
work and/or live downtown. Though 
it is strange without many people!

The heart of the city has also seen 
throngs of citizens lifting their voice 
and marching for justice, working 
to build a better community and 
put an end to systemic racism. The 
downtown landscape was also 

dotted with satellite trucks of all 
shapes and sizes providing global 
coverage of the trial, conviction and 
sentencing of Derek Chauvin for 
the murder of George Floyd. There 
were also moments of emergency 
construction so some windows could 
be boarded up. 

The buildup of the number of people 
continues, but at a very slow pace. 
We see this at the parish in the slight 
uptick in the number of folks at 
weekday masses. Many businesses 
have announced plans for employees 
to return to the office as this edition 
arrives in your mailbox. Weekend 
masses welcome a few more visitors 
each week who are here for sporting 
events, concerts and other social 
activities. 

There is promise in much of this 
news regarding signs that things 

are returning to a new “normal” in 
downtown Minneapolis. However, 
at Saint Olaf we are keenly aware 
that this promise is not shared 
with everyone. Thousands are 
behind on rent due to COVID-19, 
unrest, economic changes, and 
other challenges and barriers like 
untreated addiction and mental 
health concerns. Many experience 
homelessness and others work 
but do not make enough to cover 
expenses. 

A lot can happen between when I 
write this in July and it is delivered in 
September! Heck, a lot happens on a 
day-to-day basis! In the midst of all 
of this, Saint Olaf has stayed open 
and available!

The spectrum from despair to 
promise one can encounter the 
presence and experience the strength 
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FROM DESPAIR TO PROMISE:
HELP COVER THE SPECTRUM

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
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LUNDSTRUM PERFORMING ARTS
THE CASSERLY SISTERS

Kerry ~ Laurie ~ Amy ~ Jane ~ Susan

The Casserly Sisters are seasoned performers, 
passionate teachers and creative individuals who serve 
our Minneapolis community. Kerry Casserly Carter 
appeared on Broadway in “My One and Only” with show 
director and choreographer Tommy Tune and in “A Chorus 
Line.” Amy Casserly Ellis performed with Michael Jackson 
and Gregory Hines. Susan Casserly-Kosel sang with the 
Minnesota Opera. Jane Casserly McMonagle performed 
on a national tour of “A Chorus Line” and Laurie Casserly 
Coleman performed with the Minnesota Dance Theater, 
Harness Ballet, and the Boston Ballet.

Amy, Kerry, Jane, Sue, Laurie have operated the 
Lundstrum in North Minneapolis for the past 23 years. 

Based in North Minneapolis since 1927, Lundstrum 
Performing Arts offers an integrated training program in 
dance, voice and drama for children and young adults. 
In the last 20 years, Lundstrum has trained over 10,000 
students and awarded 3,000 scholarships to ensure 
access to its professional programs. Lundstrum is very 
proud to be a springboard for talent in the Twin Cities; our 
students regularly perform in theaters from the Guthrie 
and Children’s Theater to Stages in Hopkins. Lundstrum 
Performing Arts shares Saint Olaf’s values of welcome, 
warmth, and sharing God’s talents. We are pleased to 
partner in this special performance.
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OF MINISTRY AND 
MUSIC 2021

A TIME TO GATHER TOGETHER
• A night to build community, gather together with old 

friends, meet new friends, and celebrate Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church In the Heart of the City!

• A night of music, fun and festivity.
• A night to raise funds for the repair or replacement of 

the church boiler system.

Of Ministry and Music 2021 is an event for all to enjoy the 
amazing talent presented by the Casserly Sisters who 
will be joined by members of our exceptional choirs who 
minister at Saint Olaf!

This Broadway-style show is one you won’t want to miss!

Saint Olaf Catholic Church provides the venue for this 
exciting event on Thursday, September 30, 2021. Join in 
the Social Hour at 6:00pm in Forliti Gathering Space. Then 
enjoy the exceptional musical performance at 7:00pm in 
the Church.

Unable to attend in-person? The event will be live-
streamed via the Saint Olaf website! We want everyone 
to be able to enjoy the event.

Funds generated by this entertaining event will build the 
Saint Olaf Reserve Fund to refurbish or replace the church 
boiler system!

Saint Olaf maintains a proactive approach to its finances 
by building the Reserve Fund. Should our aging boiler 
decide to call it quits, we won’t be left out in the cold!

The creaks, bangs, and odd noises you may hear during 
Mass is the boiler system telling us there is a need of 
refurbishing or replacing. The subtle, in some cases not 
so subtle, noises are a reminder that the boiler system 
is in need of more frequent attention. After all, the boiler 
system has been keeping the congregation warm since 
the early 1950’s.

The past three “Of Ministry and Music” events provided 
great energy! Each brought tremendous excitement and 
entertainment for all in attendance.

We guarantee the 2021 event will be filled with energy 
and an opportunity to join, reunite, and celebrate with 
your Saint Olaf Community as never before!

Sign up to attend this amazing social and musical treat 
for all!

Complete your “no-fee” registration to help us prepare for 
the event. You will receive event information and details 
prior to September 30.

Please register at:  saintolaf.org/ofministryandmusic
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PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Kevin Kenney
frkkenney@saintolaf.org
Fr. Mark Wehmann
frwehmann@saintolaf.org 

ADMINISTRATION
Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator
mkennedy@saintolaf.org
Amber Guthmiller,
Hospitality Coordinator/Office Assistant
aguthmiller@saintolaf.org
Jeanne Peterson, Finances
jeanne@saintolaf.org
Tariq Rauf
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
trauf@saintolaf.org
Cedric Smith
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
csmith@saintolaf.org
LITURGY-MUSIC-WORSHIP
Joel Anderson
Director of Music / Principle Organist
janderson@saintolaf.org
Matt Hinds
Sunday Afternoon Ensemble Director
mhinds@saintolaf.org

ST. OLAF CHARITY & JUSTICE MINISTRY 
Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
mgriffin@saintolaf.org

FACILITIES 
Jake Rea, Maintenance/ Security
jrea@saintolaf.org
Bulmaro Garcia, Maintenance

STAFF DIRECTORY

PARISHIONER NEWS
BAPTISMS
Benjamin Peter Martin – April 18, 2021
Harper Joy Brockman – April 25, 2021
Paloma Puri Felicetta – May 01, 2021
Eli Patrick Grady – May 02, 2021 
Kennedy Garcia – May 10, 2021
Everly Zaleyka Garcia – May 10, 2021 
Reine Chimamanda Ohaeri – May 23, 2021
Henrik Harold Larsen – May 30. 2021
Margaret Anne McQuiston – June 06, 2021
Benedikt Paul Ehalt – June 06, 2021
Noah Anthony Potterton – June 20, 2021 
Cristian Santiango Cuzco – July 18, 2021

WEDDINGS
Araceli Angelica Chavez and Fabian Mauricio Robles Ortiz – April 24, 2021
Jacquleen Moran Cusick and Francisco Javier Barejas Ortiz – June 05, 2021
Rileney Lisbeth Leon-Rondon and Alexander R. Jobin – July 02, 2021 
Erin P. Zerfas and Nathan A. Rockenbach – July 10, 2021 
Bronwyn D. Deen and Joseph R. Senkyr – July 24, 2021 
Emilie R. Kenney and Peter Kovacs – July 30, 2021
Jazmin Chavez and Mario Castro Garcia – July 31, 2021

FUNERALS
James Sheeley – April 19, 2021
Robert Francis Thimmesh – April 19, 2021
Hilda Wood - May 12, 2021
Elizabeth “Betty” Indahir - May 13, 2021
Sister Joan Tuberty – June 26, 2021
Thomas Patrick Kilkelly – July 06, 2021 
Anna Marie Huston – July 10, 2021
Leonard Rabatin - July 28, 2021
Jonathan Gusa - July 31, 2021

CHARITY & JUSTICE 
MINISTRY

by Michael Griffin

Starbucks at 100 Hennepin Ave. resumed donating surplus baked 
goods and other items to Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry after a break 
during the pandemic restrictions. This connection is facilitated by 
Second Harvest Heartland and helps to make sure that safe food-
handling procedures are followed. A volunteer or staff person 
picks up the items twice/week and packages them for individual 
distribution during Samaritan Ministry hospitality. If you happen to 
be in that Starbucks, thank them for their support!
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HAPPY 5TH ANNIVERSARY TO 
THE ADULT SHELTER CONNECT!

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
In October 2016 Saint Olaf began hosting the Adult Shelter 
Connect (ASC) in Cowley Hall, located under the worship space. 
ASC is a collaboration of the five primary shelters in Minneapolis 
and Hennepin County. Saint Olaf was selected as host because 
we are open every day, centrally located in the midst of all of the 
shelters, and on reliable public transportation lines. 

Those looking for shelter no longer need to go from shelter to 
shelter in all the seasonal elements Minnesota has to offer looking 
for open beds. Instead, staff at ASC know in real-time what is 
available and make referrals. There is also a reservation support 
system for keeping a bed for another night. 

Simpson Housing Services provides the staff people for ASC. 
Though usually on site seven days a week, they have seamlessly 
provided services by phone during the pandemic. They hope to 
return to full-time in person connection with guests by this fall. 
ASC staff and Simpson Housing as a whole are great partners in 
helping those experiencing homelessness. Happy Anniversary!

Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry continues 
to help meet the basics for those in 
need; clothing, food, transportation and 
some financial assistance. The manner 
of service had shifted with the changing 
parameters around the pandemic. Slowly, 
we are returning pieces of the ministry 
and service back to pre-pandemic 
approaches. The constant goal is to keep 
guests, volunteers and staff safe. But we 
also understand that someone without a 
home cannot shelter in place!

Samaritan Ministry has resources to 
offer thanks to the generous and regular 
support of this community. We welcome:

• Clothing for adult women and men 
(clean, new or gently used), especially 
men’s pants and jeans.

• Household goods (bedding, blankets, 
towels, kitchen items). We are in great 
needs of sheets, especially queen and 
king sized.

• Backpacks and rolling suitcases.

• Shoes (adult), especially work/gym 
shoes.

• Winter coats and gear (never too early 
to get ready!).

Continued financial support for Saint Olaf 
also provides a strong foundation for 
outreach to take place. Thank you for your 
support and generosity!
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28 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER 

OCTOBER
11 NATIVE AMERICANS DAY (COLUMBUS) 

14 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER 

20 ORGAN RECITAL 

SEPTEMBER
2 HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS

3 HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS

8 HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS

6 LABOR DAY
BUILDING CLOSED AFTER 9:00AM MASS

9 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER

15 ORGAN RECITAL

23 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER

30 OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 2021

NOVEMBER
1 SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

MASS AT 7:00AM, 12:00NOON, AND 5:15PM

2 ALL SOULS DAY 
12:00NOON MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

7 END OF DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

11 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER

17 ORGAN RECITAL

21 THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

25 THANKSGIVING DAY 
BUILDING CLOSED AFTER 9:00AM MASS

26 BUILDING CLOSED AFTER 12NOON MASS

28 FIRST DAY OF ADVENT

Discussions that Encounter has facilitated open 
discussions about race, racism and white privilege 
for over 15 years. These events are sponsored free of 
charge by Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church (Pastor 
Arthur Agnew) and Saint Olaf Catholic Church, and open 
to all. The vision was in its founding and continues to 
this day to provide an environment where people of all 
walks-of-life can openly discuss any aspect of racism. 
Gatherings are held the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the 
month. Watch the weekly bulletin and website for the 
latest information, including a schedule for returning 
to in-person gatherings this fall.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
MONDAY
7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ................................................................... MASS
TUESDAY
7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY
7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ................................................................... MASS

THURSDAY
7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY
7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
11:00AM .......ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
12:00PM ................................................................... MASS
SATURDAY
9:00AM ....................................................................... CENTERING PRAYER
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
4:00PM .................................................................................... MASS

SUNDAY
6:00AM ..................................................................... MASS
8:00AM ..................................................................... MASS
10:00AM ................................................................... MASS
12:00PM ................................................................... MASS
4:00PM ..................................................................... MASS

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY-FRIDAY
FOLLOWING 7:00AM MASS

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY
FOLLOWING 12:00PM MASS

ADORATION IN THE CHURCH
FRIDAY
11:00AM - 12:00PM

AFRICAN MASS
The Eucharist is celebrated with African traditions of song, 
word, and global languages on the third Sunday of each 
month at 12:00 noon, with preludes at 11:45am.

RCIA INVITATION
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church? Have 
you not completed the initiation sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist? Have you never been 
baptized? Then the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) is for you.  

This fall we will be hosting informational classes about 
the Catholic Church. Actual beginning date is still to be 
determined, although we normally meet on Saturday 
mornings. Fr. Mark  Wehmann will be the point person 
from Saint Olaf to facilitate the process. Due to 
COVID-19, we may be doing classes via Zoom meetings 
but a decision will be made about this closer to when 
classes actually begin.

Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic, either 
from another faith tradition or who has never been 
baptized, are welcomed to attend. We also welcome 
those who need to complete their full initiation into the 
Catholic Church. We ask that you contact Fr. Wehmann 
to register and provide an initial intake interview, 612-
332-6203 or frwehmann@saintolaf.org.

We at times need sponsors, parishioners willing to walk 
with the candidates, through the RCIA process. If you are 
interested in being a sponsor to an RCIA candidate, please 
contact Fr. Wehmann, 612-332-6203 or frwehmann@
saintolaf.org.
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SUNDAY
6:00AM ..................................................................... MASS
8:00AM ..................................................................... MASS
10:00AM ................................................................... MASS
12:00PM ................................................................... MASS
4:00PM ..................................................................... MASS

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY-FRIDAY
FOLLOWING 7:00AM MASS

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY
FOLLOWING 12:00PM MASS

ADORATION IN THE CHURCH
FRIDAY
11:00AM - 12:00PM

AFRICAN MASS
The Eucharist is celebrated with African traditions of song, 
word, and global languages on the third Sunday of each 
month at 12:00 noon, with preludes at 11:45am.

RCIA INVITATION
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church? Have 
you not completed the initiation sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist? Have you never been 
baptized? Then the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) is for you.  

This fall we will be hosting informational classes about 
the Catholic Church. Actual beginning date is still to be 
determined, although we normally meet on Saturday 
mornings. Fr. Mark  Wehmann will be the point person 
from Saint Olaf to facilitate the process. Due to 
COVID-19, we may be doing classes via Zoom meetings 
but a decision will be made about this closer to when 
classes actually begin.

Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic, either 
from another faith tradition or who has never been 
baptized, are welcomed to attend. We also welcome 
those who need to complete their full initiation into the 
Catholic Church. We ask that you contact Fr. Wehmann 
to register and provide an initial intake interview, 612-
332-6203 or frwehmann@saintolaf.org.

We at times need sponsors, parishioners willing to walk 
with the candidates, through the RCIA process. If you are 
interested in being a sponsor to an RCIA candidate, please 
contact Fr. Wehmann, 612-332-6203 or frwehmann@
saintolaf.org.

461924_V1.indd   23461924_V1.indd   23 8/12/21   10:18 AM8/12/21   10:18 AM



SAINTOLAF.ORG

Saint Olaf Catholic Church
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
TWIN CITIES MN
PERMIT 30308

Serving as a living sign of Christ’s
saving presence in the heart of the city.
Live stream the Sunday Mass at 10:00 am: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.
Sunday Mass is broadcast on Sundays at 8:00pm and Mondays at
10:00 am on MCN Cable TV Channel 6.

LIVE STREAM SUNDAY & DAILY MASS
Streams for our Mon-Fri 12:00 noon Mass
& our Sunday 10:00 am Mass on YouTube:
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.
Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses on
the website: www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday: 7:00am, 12:00noon

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00pm vigil 
Sunday: 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am, 
12:00noon, 4:00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Monday-Friday: following 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday:
following 12:00 noon Mass

PASTORAL TEAM 
Fr. Kevin Kenney
Fr. Mark Wehmann

CONTACT 
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2803
612-332-7471
www.saintolaf.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday: Closed

Contact Parish Advisory Board or Financial 
Advisory Board with any any questions or 
comments at:
FAB@saintolaf.org
PAB@saintolaf.org

FREE WEEKEND PARKING AT SAINT OLAF
Saint Olaf surface parking lot on 8th St and 3rd 
Ave. 
Minneapolis Club Ramp – across from us 
on 8th Street. Saint Olaf has entered into 
an agreement with the Minneapolis Club for 
parking on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holy Days 
during Mass times.
121 Ramp across 2nd Ave from the Church you 
can enter the ramp from either 2nd Ave. or 9th 
St. To exit the ramp without paying, you must 
have a voucher. Vouchers are available at the 
Forliti Foyer Hospitality desk or from the ushers.  
10th Street surface lots and 2nd Ave Saint Olaf 
has been extended a gift of free parking, but it 
is ONLY for the 10th St. and 2nd Ave. section 
of this lot and ONLY for weekend and holiday 
Mass. You must display a “St. Olaf” card on your 
dashboard. Cards are available at the Forliti 
Foyer Reception desk or from the ushers.
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